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To aU wJiom it may concern: 
> Be it known-that t; Daniel: PvStovjeb, of 
the ci^ of Ffeeport/couD ty.of S.teph enson , an d; 
State of Illihois, have invented a new and use- 
5 fulrlmprovement in Haiid Corn : Sbellers,^ of 
v. [Which the following is.adescriptibnVrd^^ 
, • being had. td:the accompanyiiig drawiugSj.in 
•V which^ - ■ • 

yj . ^ Figore 1 represents a front view of a .corn- 
lo'shelier embodying . inyi improvement .with a 
■ ^portion of the sheath broken off to show. the 
'anterior constrnction. Fig; 2! represents a side 
• -view of the same j and Fig. S .a sectional plan 
view of the lower portionj.tiaken on the line x 
'1.5 a^' Fig. 1/ ■ -f'-i: ' ' 

. : The object of my mreutiou is to. furnish a 
simple, cheap, and effective cprn-sheiler which 
can be operated by hand;, and shell the com 
' ■ s rapidly anid thoroughly and with great ea^ . 
2o[ . Heretofore hand ^cprn - shellers havei; been 
: inade consistingiof a circular sheller-head . pro 

■ vided with a handle,which the operator, gfai^p- 

■ Ing in one hand^ turned:, around 6n the ear of 
: corn held in the pther hatid iiintii the ear was 

?5 partly shelled, when -the operator grasp^ the 
cob at the other end and cpiitinued the opera- 
: tibn till the shelling was coin plete. In othiers 
the sheller-head is. stationary, and the ear is 
- r grasped and turned by hand; .Bnt these de-. 
.■.30 vides, thpngh simple and^ cheap, * are crude, 
awkward, and slow in operation and- tiresome, 
. because of the starain upon the hands. { . 

My invention cpnsiste not biily in providing.. 
' a sheller-head^ but also, in combination, a claw- 
.7.35" head, which, engaging fixedl;^ in the. bntt- 
• end of the; ear of c6r% forces it through the. 
..• /sheller-heai .as the com is removed froin;:the 
. ' " ! Vcobi and without contact of the hand with ;the 
v.. ; ear,;8fter it is placed in the sheller.- 
V4p;- It also consists in a fraine provided with a. 
• *:•:=: lug whereby it is fastened to a suitable sn p- 
. • : jiort, and fitt^ at one end. with a sheller- head 
! and at the otheir. end with a beailng through 
which passes a. rod fitted upon its inner iand 
. 45 .with a.olaw-head,fof the purpose of engaging 
i . Jnihe buttHe.nd^of;an ear.bf cpru,a^^ 
*. .outer end' bent in the form of a crank with a 
/ suitablehandletherepnj alspVinacpncaveb^ 
; iabove the shell^^hekd, for/the ;pnfpp of sdp; 
: .56 porting aiid partially inclbsiiigthe ear of corn j 



. also, in a back prpvidpd with a lug iu the rear, 
to which thejaws forming the sheller-head are. . / 
pivoted, aiid iu a. sheath for the. purpose of 
inclosing the ear of corn i 11 front, above the . • 
sheller-head, all of which will be hereinafter: -55 -"^ 
more particularly described, and" pointed.- out .. 
definitely in .the: claims. . . 

In the drawings, A represents the frainip or 
support, provid^ at its rear with one or more 
lugs, a, which niay_ be attached by .screws or .66 
otherwise ito any r suitable suppprt. . It is also . ; ' : 
provided at its lower end,' at its rear, with: 
the lug a', to the face of which are pivoted at . . 
a', one upon each side, the arms ^',whicli pass 
through notches a? in the Ipwer edge of the 65 
. support A, and teiminate in fixint iu the curved 
jaws & 6, which. form the shelleiMiead B. . The 
jaws are provided with shariv projections - 
or teeth extendi ng above in the usual manner, • \ 
and are united in the rear of the support A by .' yu 
the coiled spring One or both of the jaws . 
h are provided witli.the curved projection ^, . . 
partiaSly encompassing the extremity , of the 
other jaw, and when two projections arei em- . 
ployed one extends in front and the other in 75 
therear of thejaws. . - .* 

Attached to the projection 6* is the up- . . 
wanily and outwardly . curving finger a^nd ... 
simikr fingers ^ are also attached to.the jaws 
b"bf as guides for the .small end of the ear of :8p 
corn. ' . . : . 1 

. Attached to the lower end of the support A , 
is the sheath 6, preferably made of sheet-iron, . . : . 
extendingaronndin-frontandashort distances ' 
above the. sheller-head B, for the purpose of 85 
partially inclosing the ear of corn, wid also 
of gathering into a stream below the shell^ 
com. . : 

. .The support A, as it extends upward, is con- 
cave in form in front, so. as to partially inclose 90 
aiid sapport the ear of corn. At its upper end 
itTis provided in front withthelongbeaririga*, 
into which is fitted . loosely the rod: B, tenni-, ... 
nating at its inner end in. a sharp spike, (?, 
..around which is.^ fEistened the claw-head- d', 95 
. with thesharp claws (P, preferably bent shghtJy ; 
outward and forward' in one . direction aronrid 
the circumference, and with the ipike d ex-,. : ' ^ 
tending half ah inch, . more., or less, beyond • : 
them. The other, end of the rod D extends: 106 
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ontwanl from the bearing <z* to a snflBcienfc 
length to permit, the claw-head d* to descend 
to £e sheller-head B, and. is then, bent into a 
short crank, d?^ and provided with a. suitable 
5 handle, The frameor.support A is prefer- 
ably formed of iron east in a single pieice. . . 

In the operation of ray improvement the 
frame A is attached rigidly to a.saitable sup- 
port, preferably in a perpendicular position 
lo with the handle opward, and, if preferred, the 
lower Ing, a', may also be attached to the same 
support as the lag a, or screws may be inserted 
directly through the back of the frame A. 
The rodD is now elevated a safiBcient distance, 
15 and an ear of corn is placed in front of the 
concave frame A, with its tip or small end 
within the guides ft' of the . sheller-head B. 
The rod D is now lowered and the spike d 
pressed into the butt-end of the cob until the 
ao claws of the claw-head d* engage into the 
end of the ear, when the crank is tarned, with 
pressure, downward, causing the ear of corn to. 
revolve, and descends as fast as the sheller- 
head B removes the com from the cob, until 
-25 the latter passes through and falls below, when, 
the rod D is drawn upward and the operation 
repeated' as .before. 
This sheller is capable of very rapid work, 
. operates easily, an d shells the corn thoroughly, 
30^ comparing favorably in every respect in its re- 
salts with the much more expensive and com- 
berjBome rotary ^disk hand corn-shellers. 
. .It is obvious that my in ventioa is capable of 
- . a variety of modifications iu -its .structDre, a 
35 few of which I will point out. Thus the rod 
B may. be attached rigidly at its outer end to 
a suitable support, and a crank and handle al> 
tached to the other end of the frame A, when 
the ear of corn would be held stationary upon 
40 the claw-bead d', and the revolution of the 
. frame A and the sheller-head B would remove 
the corn fh>m the ear; or, the claw-head 
may be attached rigidly to one end of the 
frame A and a circular sbeller^h^ad to the in- 
45 ner end of a rod similar to the rod D, when 
the revolution of the latter would produce 



similar resnltj or, springs may be applied 
which shall force the sheller-head and the 
■ daw-head toward, each other, or one toward 
the other, or any appropriate form, of sheller- 50 
head, or any appropriate form of attachment 
as a substitute for the claw-head may be ap- 
plied j or, the rod D may be formed into a course 
screw, so as to be forced down ward as it is re* 
volvedi with its bearing opening so ias to pe^^^ 55 
mit it to slide backward qaiickly. 

Haying thus described my invention, what 
I claim as riew,and desire to secure by Let- . 
ters Patent, is— - 

1. A hand corn-sheller provided with a daw- 60 
head having sharp prongs projecting at their • 
points slightly forward around the circumfer- 
ence of the claw-head for the purpose of en- 
gaging in thebntt^ndof ao ear of- corn, iii 
combination with a sheller-head .and soppdrtr- 65 
ing-frame, substantially as described. 

2. In a com-sbeller, tie claw^head d'\ having 
the interior spike, d,. and provided with sharp 
projecting claws or prongs curved at theiri 
points slightly forward around the circomfer- 70 
ence of the claw^bead, in combination with a 
sheller-head and a sopporting-frame, snbstanf . 
tially as and for the pmpose set forth. 

' 3. In a com-sheller, the . combination of . a^ 
claw-head, a sheller-head, and a. supporting-' 75* 
frame concave above the sheller-head for the 
receptiouand- retention of an ear of com. sobv * 
stantially as described. 

4; In a corn-sheller, the combination of a 
daw-head, a* sbeller-^head, aod a supportingr 80 
f^me concave above the she! ler-bead, and pro- 
vided with a sheatb, forming, with the concave 
frame, an entire inclosore for the. ear of corn 
adjacent to the sheller-head, for thepurposeof 
preventing the korocls of corn from scattering 85 
and to direct them below, substantially as de^ 
scribed. 

DANIEL 0- STOVER. . 
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H. M. B'AENUM, 
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